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PREFACE 


The present publication, viz., Kamrupar Buranji or a history of 
Kamarupa, has been compiled from several original sources with a 
view to bring under one cover all availablo materials relating to 


the subject.— 


The first chapter containing a legendary account of the ancient 
Hindu kingdom of Kamarupa has been taken from two old manu- 
script chronicles in possession of the Kamarupa Anusandhan 
Samiti, the first eight paragraphs have been taken from a 
chronicle borrowed some years ago from the India Office Library, 
London, by Srijut Benucdhar Sarma, and the second portion, from 
paragraphs 9 10 10, from another chronicle generally known as 
Padshah-Buranji or a history of tho Delhi Sultanate. The second 
and the fifth chapters have also been taken from the same Padshah- 
Buranji* a transcript of which was also prepared for the Samiti by 


Mr, Sarma. 


The remaining seven chapters,*viz., Chapters TII-IV and VI-X, 
representing the main bulk of the book have been taken from an 
old manuscript chronicle in possession of the American Baptist 
Mission at Gauhati This portion was also published in 1853 in 
the Arunodoy, the organ of the Mission. The mamuseript itself: 
was collected between 1840-50 by Rev Nathan Brown who was 
then in charge of the Mission al Sibsagar. hero are directions 
here and there in the manuscript for preparing the pross-copy Lor 
publication in the journal ; and the manuscript also bears traces of 
the handiwork of Rev. Nidhi Levi Farwell, the first Assamese con- 
vert to Christianity and a distinguished worker in the field of 
Assamese literature The manuscript is in an execllent state of 
preservation, and offers a unique and flawless specimen of 
Assamese penmanship. Tho letters are distinct from cach other, 
and so are the words ‘The termination of sentences and chapters 
has been carefully indicated. Dates have been mentioned in con- 
nection with almost every important ovent, Of all the historical 


1 For a detailed description and analysis of the Padshuh-Buranji seo 8.1K. 
Bhuyan’s “ New Lights on Mogul India from Assamoso Sources”, published 
in Islamic Culture, Hyderabad, Deccan, for July 1928 to July 1920; and 
‘Assamese Historical Litorature”, publishod in /ndinn Flistorical Quarterly 
for September 1929, 
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manuscripts which we have had an opportunity of examining the 
present one has appeared to us to be the most perfect 


This chronicle deals with the conflicts of the Moguls with Cooch 
Behar and Assam, commencing from the dismemberment of the 
Cooch Behar kingdom after the death of Maharaja Naranarayan, 
when the rival princes Parikshit and Lakshminarayan visited the 
court of Emperor Jahangir in solicitation of the Emperor’s inter- 
vention in their claims to the throne. The Muhammadan wars of 
Assam during the reigns of the Ahom Kings, Pratap Singha, 
Jayadhwaja Singha, Chakradhwaja Singha and Cadadhar Singha are 
then narrated in full giving prominence to the campaigns of Allah 
Yar Khan, Satrajit, Mirza Nathan, Mir Jumla, Ram Singha, and 
Mansur Khan. ‘The chronicle ends with the accession of Gadadhar 
Singha in A.D. 1681 and the defeat of the Mogul army under 
Nawab Mansur Khan in the battle of Itakhuli in April 1682, which 
saw the termination of the long hostilities between the Moguls and 
the Assamese, though they were revived to an appreciable extent 
during the reign of Swargadeo Rudra Singha, 1696-1714, who 
resented the humiliating overtures of Murshid Kuli Khan, 
Governor of Bengal. The incidents described in this chronicle are 
interspersed in other buranjis of a more general and comprehensive 
character dealing with the full details of a sovereign’s reign. In its 
attempt to give in a connected form all the events relating to a 
very important chapter of Assam history, viz , its conflicts with the 
Moguls, our present chronicle is raised to the rank of a historical 
monograph of rare and unique importance not only to the his- 
torians of Assam but to those of the greater Timurids. ; 


The manuscript of the above chronicle as we have received from 
the American Baptist Mission is in three parts, of which only the 
first part, folios 1 to 55, has been reproduced here. The second 
part, folios 57 to 68, contains copies of eighteen letters which 
passed between the representatives of the Ahom and the Mogul 
courts, These Ietters have also been inserted in their appropriate 
places in the body of the narrative in the first part. The third 
part contains three episodes from the history of India, viz , the rise 
of Tunurlane from a poor shepherd boy in Central Asia to the 
Emperorship of Delhi, Jahangir’s conquest of Secunderabad and 
Shah Jahan’s interview with Raja Prithivi Shah of Candour. The 
third part has been omitted from the present publication as it be- 
longs more fittingly to the Padshah-Buranjt, having no direct 
bearing upon the history of Assam. 


The three appendices to the book have also been compiled from 
different original sources. Appendix A, which contains miscella- 
neous information on the history and topography of Kamarupa 
was compiled by the late Srijut Sarunath Barua of Chamata in 
the district of Kamrup. He was a man who like Harakanta 
Sarma-Barua, the author of the Assam Buranji, represented the 
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older and the modern phases of our life and culture. He was woll- 
versed in the traditional lore of the country, and his manusoript 
reveals positive traces of his acquaintance and use of a compara- 
tively large mass of historical compilations. He was descended 
from the Kayastha-Rhuyanus of Kamarupa and he compiled a 
treatise on the Gomothas of Kamarupa besides a handbook of the 
Kaitheli system of arithmetical calculations, Sarunath Barua 
died on December 27, 1924, at the age of 70, and the manuscript 
of his Kamrup-Puravriia or the antiquities of Kamarupa form- 
ing the contents of Appendix A, has been received from his son 
Sriman Krishnanath Barua, a student of the Cotton College, 
Gauhati. The value of Sarunath Barua’s treatise consists in the 
concise and systematic survey of the Mogul relitions of Assam, in 
the carefully compiled list of the governors of Kamarupa from 
Sayiid Abu Baker in 1537 saka to the Dihingia Phukan in 1709 
sake, on the description of the shrines and vivers of Kaimrup 
and of the revenue administration of the clistrict. 


Appendix B enumerates the hillocks of Kamrup which have a 
religious sanctity with some indication of the names of the gods 
or goddesses to whom they are sacred. The list was compiled 
from ancient scriptures in 1634 saka or 1712 A.D. under the orders 
of King Rudra Singha, probably at the time when he halted at 
Rajaduwar in North Gauhati with his colossal army mobilised for 
the invasion of Bengal, a scheme which fell through on account 
of the mexpected demise of that ambitious sovereign. The list is 
appended to an old manuscript chronicle recovered by the late 
Hemchandra Goswami from the family of Sukumar Mahanta of 
North Gauhati. It was also published several years ago in the 
fifth volume of the Usha edited by Rai Sahib Padmanath Gohain- 
Borooah. The information derived from the Yogint-Tanta, the 
Kalika-Puran, and the topographical knowledge of the time have 
been placed under contribution inthe compilation of the List under 
the supervision of the pious sovereign, and its importance has been 
admitted in such remote and learned quarters as the Journal ol 
the Royal Asiatic Socioty of Great Britain and Ireland! 


Appendix C gives a history of the legendary Hindu kings of 
Kamarupa and contains a large mass of information on a num ber 
of topies, the narrative coming down to the invasion of Assam by 
Mir Jumla, This desultory survey of Buchanan-Hamilton is 
contained in a manuscript record in the India Office Library, 


1+* My friend, Professor Bhuyan, ...... has found in one of the Buaranjis 
or Assamese chronicles, a list of all the sacred places as recorded in the 
Yogini-Tantra, with their vernacular names and tho exuct distances from 
each other. The chapter will, when published, he of the greatest impart. 
ance for the study of the topography of the Kamakhya hills.” Prof. 
Giusoppe Tucet in “A Visit to an ‘ Astronomical’ Temple in India”, pub- 
lished in the Journal of the Royal Asiate Society for April, 1920, p, 247, » 
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London. Jt was published in Montgomery Martin’s Hastern India 
in 1838 in a somewhat mutilated form. From the accounts of the 
early period of Assam history compiled by William Robinson in 
1841 and Gunabhiram Borooah in 1875 it is evident that these two 
authors were largely indebted to Buchanan-Hamilton’s fragment- 
ary but critical narrative. 


Though the contents of our present publication, Kamrupar 
Bwanji, have been collated from different sources, they have a 
homogeneous unity of their own. They throw light on the history 
of that particular tract of land in Eastern India known by the 
extremely elastic designation of Kamrup or Kamarupa. Once it 
represented the vast area from Sadiya to the Karatoya dwindling 
down at present to a small district in the Assam Valley Division. 
Our present book, therefore, follows the history of the area clenoted 
by the term in different ages. Thus, the first chapter relating 
to ancient Kamarupa covers a wider tract than the remaining 
chapters. Even during the wars with the Moguls the mam theatre 
of military operations was Western Assam or Kamarupa except on 
one occasion when Mir Jumla went up to the capital of Gargaon 
and occupied it for some months. The outstanding events in the 
metropolis of the Ahom government have also been broadly indi- 
cated as far as they were connected with the hostilities with the 
Moguls. While the subject of the Muhammadan wars of Assam 
have been fully given their due share of prominence in the Persian 
chronicles of the Mogul court our present chronicle has recorded 
for all ages the Assamese version of the same events thus placing 
at the disposal of the constructive historian materials proserved by 
the two rival protagonists of the conflicts. 


Besides the wealth of historical materials with which our chron- 
icle is replete it has a peculiar charm of its own. It was compiled 
beyond doubt during the latter part of the seventeenth century 
during the continuance or immediately after the cessation of the 
hostilities with the Moguls, and as such it offers us a unique 
example of the Assamese prose style of the period. Our ancient 
chronicles were mostly shrouded in a veil of anonymity and our 
present chronicle shares the same fate. But one thing is sure: it 
must have been written by a man who was in direct touch with 
the Assam-Mogul diplomatic relations either as a combatant or as 
a Messenger or as an official news-writer. His style has therefore 
been infected with a touch of cosmopolitanism due to the sur- 
roundings in which he moved. While the structure of the sen- 
tences is primarily Assamese the vocabulary is hybrid in places. 
Here and there the author or authors have emulated a conscious 
literary style by retaining words in their original Sanskrit forms 
rather than their Assamese variants and by using forms whish were 
in vogue only in the poetic diction of the period. The buranjis 
were generally written in the matter-of-fact colloquial and racy 
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Assamese prose; and our present chronicle has the additional charm 
of an artistic prose imbued with an archaic literary grace and 
flavour. : 


The language of the diplomatic letters inserted in the chronicle 
is a curious medley of Persian, Hindi, and Assamese. Remembor- 
ing the processes of transcription which the letters had undergone 
before they reached their present stage in the manuscript we may 
say that the text has been well preserved. 


In publishing this chronicle our object has been to place at the 
disposal of the public a mass of original materials. <A critical 
examination of the evidence will be a premature labour unless we 
have access to all the available sources or data to go upon ‘The 
preparation of a correct text, which the uninitiated reader will be 
able to follow with the aid of the marginalia, is our objective at 
the present. . 


Readers who desire to pursue furthor their study of the Muham- 
madan wars of Assam before and during the days of the Moguls 
will find ample enlightenment from the following Persian chron- 
icles :—Shah-nama, Tarikh-i-Ferishia, Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, Riyaz- 
us-Salatin, Akbar-Namah, Ain-i-Akbari, Tuauk-i-Jahangiri, Paci- 
shah-Namah, Fathiyah-i-Ibriyah or Tarikb-i-Ashan or Tavilch-i- 
Mulk-i-Ashan, Alamgir-Namah, Ma‘asir-i-Alamgiri, Muntakhab-ul- 
Lubab or Tarikh-i-Khafi-Khan, Hadiqat-us-Safa, Risalat-ns-Shu- 
hada, Maasiru-l-Umara and the recently discovered Baharistan-i- 
Ghaibi by Mirza Nathan. By o closer examination of the Persian 
and Assamese sources it will be seen there is more agreement than 
discrepancy in the two corresponding.accounts, 


[express my indebtedness to the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti 
for their permission to publish portions from tho Padshah-Buranji ; 
to Mr. Narendranath Ganguli, Manager, Bengal: Past and Present, 
for kindly obtaining for me the permission of the Caleutta His- 
torical Society to reproduce the picture of Nawab Mir Jumla and 
for lending me the Nocioty’s half-tone block of the same which was 
prepared trom the original picture belonging to the collection of 
the late Rao Bahadur D. B. Parasnis of Satara: to Rov. A. J. 
Tuttle of the American Baptist Mission at Gauhati for lending me 
the manuscript of the chronicle: to Mawavi Abul Faz] Nayiid 
Ahmed, M.A., of the Department of Islamic Studies in the Cotton 
College, Gauhati, and a Corresponding Member of the Department, 
of Historical and Antiquarian Studies for his ungrudging assist- 
ance in the preparation of the texts of the historical letters. | 
shall fail in my duty if T do not record in this connection the 
gratitude of all students of Assam history to His Excellency Sir 
Laurie Lucas Hammond, K.C.S.1., 6.B.E., Governor of Assam, 
during whose administration the Dopartment of Historical and Anti- 
quarian Studies was established; to Mr. J. R. Cunningham, G.1.1., 
whose initiative and instrumentality bronght the Department into 
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being, and to Mr. A. H. W. Bentinck. C.I.E., Honorary Provincial 
Director of the Department, whose interest and sympathy have 
made the publication of Assamese historical classics possible. 


S. K. Buuyan, 
Honorary Assistant Director of 
Historical and Antiquarian Studies, 
Assam. 


Corrox CoLLEan, ) 
Gauhati, Assam, $ 
October 1, 1930. $ 
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calc atc, cnetacaical ate fe wy aca, Bep afatee 
Salare HY AS caACwAts ats afar! fame fea, gUI 
catatca tee atife aaa at cafe! «6 fawe cole mae af, 
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ere, HSA colale WA CIS ie afeatcA Sle ayTea Ge- 
si caftal | ate Bec cotta oiate Cah fe Ae ataecas | 
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qf fofiti aye wife af catatghe ate fe oa, qacei 
fac | ae sates aif once wea gGeealsca aa otdewa 
cara al abi ca, feat! ofea, ayia oot afe wilt 
acafat | Slt ANS Mee CHAT MATS MPs strate cate 
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Aprrnpix C 
GENERAL VIEW OF THE HISTORY Ol KAMARUPA 
BY 


Dr. Francis Bucwanan M.D., M.R.AS, 


[‘The following chapter has been printed from au old manuscript 
kindly lent to the editor by the authorities of the India Office 
aay Library, London, in September, rg28. It forms 
IER PORE: part of the huge mass of manuscript records, 
commonly known as “ Buchanan Manusciipts ”, representing the 
results of the survey of India made by Dr. I'rancis Buchanan, 
alias Buchanan-Hatilton, in 1807-1814, on which so much labour 
and money were spent. This manusciipt was presented to the 
Library of the East India Company by Dr. Charles Wilkins on 
March x, 1830. Montgomery Martin incorporated this chapter 
with slight changes in the third volume of his History, Antiquities, 
Topography, and Statistics of Eastern India, published in 1838, pp. 
403-421. Buchanan’s account presents a valuable nucleus of in- 
formation regarding the history of ancient Kaimariipa, ‘lhe mar- 
ginalia are ours. Buchanan’s spellings have been retained in the 
text.—S, K. Bhuyan.] i 
The history of this district is perhaps involved iu still greater 
obscurity than that of Dinajpur. Almost the whole of it is in- 
cluded in the ancient Hindu territory of Kam- 
orp ad rup, which extends east from the Korotoya, 
aah where it joined the kingdom of Motsyo, to 
Dikhorbasini, a river of Assam, which euters the Brahmaputra a 
little to the east of the eastern Kamakhya, which is said to be 
fourteen days’ journey by water above Jorhat, the present capital 
of that kingdom. I have not been able to learn that the ancient 
Hindus mention any kingdom as intervening between Kamrup 
and China. ‘Those whom I have consulted seem to think, that 
Kamrup is bounded on the east by China, by which however it 
must be observed, is probably meant the country between the 
Indian and Chinese Empires; for, as Abul Fazil justly observes, 
the Chinese Empire is the Maha-chin of the Hindus, He indeed 
calls Pegu, the China of the Hindus; but in this, he is only 10 be 
considered as mentioning for the whole, what was then the princi- 
pal kingdom ; as now we might say, that the I:mpire of Ava is the 
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proper China of the Hindus; and in fact, it now separates Kamrup 
from the Chinese Empire or Maha-chin. On the north, Kamrup 
extends to Kongjogiri, the frontier of Modro, the kingdom of 
Sailyas which comprehends Bhotan. I have not however been 
able to learn where this mountain is placed, and the Bhoteeas 
seem to have made large encroachments on the whole northern 
frontier of Kamrup. The southern boundary of Kamrup is where 
the Lakhya river separates from the Brahmaputra, and there it is 
bounded by the country called Bonggo. Kamrup, accoiding to 
this description, includes a portion of Moymonsing (north part of 
Dacca R.) and of Srihotto (Silhet R.) together with Monipur, Jain- 
tiya, Kachhar, and Assam. 293. 

The earliest tradition concerning the history of Kamrup is, that 
it was given by Krishna to Norak, the son of the earth (Prithivi). 
Waveihwiss This Norak, although an infidel (Osur), was for 
, some time a favourite of the god, who ap- 
pointed him guardian (Dwarpal) of the temple of Kamakhya (granter 
of pleasure), who naturally presided over the region of desire 
(Kamrup). This deity is by the Hindus considered as female, and 
her temple, situated near Gohati, the place where Novak resided, 
is still much frequented. 294. 
Kamrup is said to have been then divided into four Piths or 
portions which may naturally be expected to have appellations 
Ce er suitable to its name and tutelary deity. They 
Kamardpa, are, accordingly, called Kam P., Rotno P., Moni 
P. and Yoni P. alluding to desire, beauty, and 
some circumstances not unconnected with these qualities, which. 
our customs do not admit to be mentioned with the plainness 
that is allowed in the sacred languages of the east. In fact, the 
country by the natives is considered as the principal seat of amor- 
ous delight, and a great indulgence is considered allowable. I 
have not learned the boundaries of these divisions, but am told 
that Rotno Pith is the country now called Vihar. 295. 

, Noralc did not long merit the favor of Krishna. Being a great 
oppressor, and a worshipper of the rival god Sib, he was put to 
Baseatapee. cite ck death, and was succeeded by his son, Bhogo- 

Duryodhan.  dotto. At the time of the wars which are said 

to have placed Yudhishthir on the throne of 

India, this prince engaged in the great contest on the losing side, 
and followed the fortunes of Duryodhon. There can be little 
doubt, that this is the same person with the Bhugrut of Mr. Glad- 
win’s translation of the Ayeen Akbory ‘who came to the assistance 
of Jirjoodhun, and gallantly fell in the wat of the Mahabharut”’. 
By Abul Fazil, this prince is said to have been of the Khyetri 
(Khyotriyo) caste, and this is supported by the opinion of the 
Brahmans, but here a considerable difficulty occurs: for it is 
generally allowed that Bhogodotto was the son of Norak, who was 
nota Hindu, We shall however soon see, that in Kamrup many 
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other personages have been adopted into the piincely race, whose 
claims to a Hindu descent are at best exceedingly doubtful. 290. 

Bhogodotto is said to have usually resided at Gohati. The King 

of Kamrup is said occasionally to have fled from bustle and cares 
of his capital, and to have sought the pleasures 
psuaiays irene of retirement at Ranggopur, from whence its 

TREO) APHSE: aime, signifying the abode of pleasure, is de- 
tived. No traces of any buildings by Bhogodotto or his family, 
remain in this district, nor is it probable that any remain in 
Assam, as the princes of the eastern parts of Kamrup continue, 
even to this day, to dwell in huts; nor is there any reason to sup- 
pose that his accommodation was superior, while his power and 
ptobably the thickness of his forests, rendered fortifications to- 
wards the west unnecessary. 297. 

In the great war, Bhogodotto fell by the hands of Orjun, brother 
‘of Yudhishthiy ; but, ecieon Sae the rien Akbory, en 

: rinces of the same family continued to govern 
Bhngadatte saat ee his death, The authority of this eon is 
however diminished by its supposing that these princes governed 
the whole of Bengal, which seems entirely withont foundation. 
It is however very likely, and is said indeed to be mentioned in 
the Purans, that for some time, the descendants of Bhogodotio re- 
tained the government of Kamrup. I cannot indced adopt the 
chronology, which places Vudhishthir about 3,200 years before 
the birth of Christ; on the contrary I aim perxstiaded that this 
prince lived conside1ably after the time of Alexander for, in every 
part of India, thereremain traces of the family of Vudhishthir, or 
the princes who were his contemporaries, and of many dynasties 
that have governed since his time, hut all these later dynasties so 
far as I have learned, may be ascertained to he of a comparatively 
late period, and making every possible allowance for the reigns 
of the families of Yudhishthiy and of the dynasties that have suc- 
ceeded, we shall not be able to place the former much beyond the 
time of Augustus. I am happy to acknowledge, that I have 
derived this manner of reasoning on the subject from a conversa» 
tion with my worthy friend, Major Mackenzie of Madras, who has 
formed more accurate notions on Indian history, than any person 
whose opinions I know, notions founded on a careful investigation 
of the remains of antiquity, and not on the fictions of Indian 
poets, who in the extravagance of invention exceed even the fere 
tile genius of Greece, 2098. 

In the part of the Yoginit Tanto, which I have procured, and 
which is considered as the highest authority concerning every 
thing relating to Kamrup, the Pundit of the 
mission says that there is no mention of Bhogo- 
dotto, but that the god Sib prophesies, that alter the infidel Norak, 
and at the commencement of the era of Saka, that is, about the 
end of the first century of our era; there would be Sudra kings of 
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Kamrup. The first Raja mentioned, is Divyeswor, in whose time 

the worship of Kamesworit or Kamakhya, the knowledge of which 

had hitherto been confined to the learned, would be published even 

to the vulgar, and this would happen at the very beginning of the 

era of Saka, or in the year of our era 76. This Raja is said to 

have been of the tribe called in the Sanskrit language Dhivor, 

which is usually applied to the Kaibortos of Bengal; but it may 

be doubted, whether the prince belonged to that tribe, which is 

not one of Kamrup. The worship of the Linga according to the 

prophecy, would begin in the rgth year of Saka. Some indefinite 

time after that period, a Brahman born of the Korotoya river, and 

named Nagosonghor, would be king, and extend the doctrine. 

After him, but at what interval is not mentioned, would be a Raja, 

named Jolpheswor, who would still farther encourage that worship, 

and who would build the celebrated temple of Jolpis. Very con- 

siderable ruins are at no great distance from that place, as will be: 
hereafter described, but they are ascribed to a Prithu Raja, who. 
may however have been a person of the same family. 299., 

This Prithu Raja, from the size of his capital, and the xumerous 
works raised in the vicinity by various dependants and,connection 
Prithu Raja of the court, must have governed: a large ex- 

: tent of country, and for a considé:able period 
of time. Although he is in some measure an object of worship 
among the neighbouring Hindus, they have few txaditions con- 
cerning the place from whence he came, nor at what period he - 
lived; and I heard it only mentioned by one old man, that he 
governed before the time of the dynasty which will be next men- 
tioned. 300. 

As usual, he is considered as having been a very holy person- 
age, who was so much afraid of having his purity cnet that 
, on the approach of an abominable tribe of 

cumabacesaas, impure jabirs, named Kichok, he threw himself 
into a tank, and was followed by all his guards, so that the town 
was givén up to plunder, and the family ceased to reign. At 
present the Kichok are a kind of gypsies, that are thinly 
scattered in the northern parts of India,.and live by snaring 
game, telling fortunes, and it is usually supposed: by) stealing. 
It must however be observed that this ‘tribe, ‘whielr, in the 
Sanscrit language is called Kirat, would at one time ‘appedis 
to have been really powerful in this vicinity; and, according 
to the Yogini-Taniro, was not reduced to its present miserable 
state, until the time of Viswo Singho, who will be hereafter 
mentioned. jor. 

There is also a tradition in the country that a much greater 
portion of Kamrup formerly belonged to the Bhoteas than does 
’ at present. Iam inclined to think that these 

peatimics: Bhoteas were really the Chinese, whose his- 
torjes, I believe, mention their conquests in this part of India, 
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and who might naturally be confounded with the Bhoteas; from 
their impure feeding, and from having made their attack through 
the country of that people. 302. 
It would not appear that during the dynasty of Adisur, any 
part of this district was comprehended in the Hindu Kingdom 
of Bengal. On the coutrary, about that time, 
Briar, eek or not long after, the western parts of this 
P : country, as far as the Brahmapitra, seem to 
have been subject to a family of princes, and the first of whom 
that has left any traces was Dhorma Pal. Whether or not, from 
his name, we may suppose, that he was one of the Pal family, 
which preceded the dynasty of Adisur, who in the wreck of his 
family may have saved a portion, I shall not venture to deter- 
mine. From the works that are attributed to Dhorma Pal, he 
would appear to have been a person of some power, and even the 
works attributed to relations and dependants of his family possess 
some degree of magnitude. He is said to have had a brother named 
Montkchondvo, who seems to have died early, and 10 have lelt 
the management of his son and estate to his wife, Movuawoti. 
This Lady makes a conspicuous figure in the traditions of the 
natives, and is said to have killed Dhorma Pal in an engagement 
near the banks of the Tista; at least the Raja disappeared 
during the battle between his troops and those of his sister-in- 
law. Moynawoti’s son, Gopichondvo, succeeded his uncle, and 
seems to have left the management of his affaiis to his mother, 
and for some time to have indulged himself iu the luxury of 
one hundred wives, among whom the two most celebrated for 
beauty and rank, were Hudna and Pudua, one of whom, if not 
both, was daughter of a person of considerable rank, nained 
Horischondro. When Gofichondyo had grown up, and probably 
when he had been satiated with the pleasures which women 
bestow, he wished to interfere in business. Elis nother had then 
the art to persuade him to dedicate his life to religion, and having 
placed him under the tuition of her spiritual guide (Guru) 
Haripa, a religious mendicant ( Yogi) of remarkable sauctity, 
this prince changed from voluptuousness to superstition, adopted 
the same manner of life with his instructor, and is supposed to 
be, now wandering in the forests. ‘he people of Kamrup are 
still frequently entertained by the songs of itinerant bards of 
the low caste called ( Yogi), who repeat the poem called 
Sibergit, which gives an account of Gopichondro, of his pious re- 
signation of power, and of the lamentations of his hundred wives, 
who by no means approved of his change of life, This song 
is in the vulgar language, and its repetition occupies four or 
five Hindu hours for two days. 303. 
AS the father is praised by the Hindus for his piety, his son 
Hovochondvo ,or Bhovochondro as his name is 


Havachandta, : 7 
more usually pronounced, is given as an ex- 
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ample of stupidity, who with his minister Govochondro did 
nothing like other people, and turned night into day and day 
into night. Many examples of their stupidity are related to 
serve as amusement to the youth of Bengal; but the Raja 
seems to have lived in considerable splendour, and without 
fear, while the works of his relation, Lora, and of his tri- 
butary, Binna, show that his dependants had considerable power, 
aud did not require fortresses to enable them to live in security, 
After the death of Bhovochondro, there came a Pala raja of the 
same family, who is said to have been destroyed by a dynasty 
that I shall have next occasion to mention, although it is more 
probable that a period of anarchy intervened. 304. 
“The princes of the dynasty of Dhormo Pal are supposed to 
have been Khyotriyos, yet this seems doubtful. The lady, Moyna- 
The Vogis wots had not a Brahman for a spiritual guide 3 
° but this important office was held by a Yogi, 
that is a Sudva dedicated to a religious life; and there is great 
reason to believe, that the Yogis, who repeat the songs, are 
descendants of this kind of priesthood, who were degraded by 
Songkor Acharyo, and who reject the Brahmans, as spiritual 
guides, although in order to procure a miserable existence they 
have now betaken themselves to weaving, burning lime, and 
other low employments. In the south of India, they collect 
and vend drugs, and pretend to practise physic, but are equally 
obstinate in rejecting the instruction of the sacred order. 305. 
With regard to the next dynasty there is greater certainty, 
although as usual, the chronology is attended with many diffi- 
he origin of the culties, According to tradition, there was a 
Khen Dynasty, Brahman whose name is unknown; but who 
had a servant that tended his cattle no one 
knows where. According to some, this servant was an infidel, 
(Osur), most probably from the mountains of Tripura, but 
concerning this, different persons are not exactly agreed, and 
some allege, that it was his mother who was of theimpure race, 
and that she bore her a son while in the service of the Brahmin, 
Many complaints were made against this fellow; and his master 
one day was desired to view him asleep, while his cattle were 
permitted to destroy the crops of his neighbours. The Brah- 
man was advancing with a determination to bestow the merited 
punishment, when he observed the lines on the naked feet of 
his servant, and immediately, by his profound skill in the most 
noble science of Samurdick Jyotish, knew that the sleeper would 
become a prince. On this discovery, the Brahman paid him 
all due respect, rendered it unnecessary for him to perform 
any low office, and showed him still more kindness by disclosing 
the certainty of his future greatness; for the servant in return, 
promised that when he became a prince, the Brahman should 
be his chief minister (Patro}. Accordingly sometime after- 
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wards, it is not known how, he became king, and is said to have 
destroyed Pala, the successor of Hovochoudo, This however 
as I have before observed, is rather doultful, and Kamrup in 
the interval had probably fallen into a state of anarchy favour- 
able for an upstart, and was overrut by various rude tribes, 
Koch, Mech, Garo, Kachari, Rabha, Hajong, ‘Tripura, Bhot, and 
Nepcha who neither spoke the language of Bengal nor had ads 
opted the religion of the Brahmans, although numerous fugitives 
had taken refuge fiom the violence of Sultan Jalaluddin, as men- 
tioned in my account of Dinajpur, and had diffused some degree 
of instruction, or at least had preserved the little improvement, 
that had been made in former dynasties. 306. 
The new Raja seems to have been much guided by his minister 
the Brahman, assumed a Hindu title, Nilodhwoj, and placed him- 
Niladhwai self under the tuition of the sacred order. For 
n this purpose a colony of Brahmans were intro- 
duced from Maithilo, and from thence we may perhaps infer the 
country of the minister. There is no trace of any earlior colony 
of Brahman in Kamrup than this from Maithila, and the great 
merits of the prince weie rewarded by elevating his tribe called 
Khyen, to the dignity of pure Hindu. It is indeed contended by 
the Rajbongsis, that Nilodhwoj was of their caste, and that the 
Khyen were only his servants begotten by Rajbongsis upon pro- 
stitutes of Khyatriyo tribe, but it seems highly improbable that 
the Raja would procure the dignity of pure birth for the illegiti- 
mate offspring of his servants, while his own family remains in the 
impure tribe of Rajbongsi, the origin of which seems to me of a 
later date. 307. 
The Raja having settled his government built a city called 
Komotapur, and he and his successors took the title of Momoteswor, 
or Lords of Koinota, while the title of 


K : 
mine to Komoteswart or Lady of Komota, was bestowed 
on the family deity, a female spirit as usual, delighting in blood. 
308. 


As each Raja of this family claimed his right to govern on 
the authority of some miracle, it was discovered by Chokrodhwoj, 
the second prinee, that Bhogodotto had 
Rankeedbinal: received from Sib an amulet (Kobaj) which 
tendered him invulnerable, and which he usually wore on his arm, 
In the hurry of’ preparation for battle this amulet had been 
left behind on the day when Bhogodotto was killed, and lay 
concealed near Hostinapur until the time of Chokrodhwoj, when 
this prince was informed in a dream how the amulet might 
be found and that it was to be worshipped as representing 
Komoteswori as it is to this day. 309. 
During this dynasty the office of chief minister (Pairvo) scems 
to have been hereditary, as well as the regal dignity, and the 
Brahman and his descendants occupied a fortress contiguotis 
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to the walls of the city; but the government does not seem to 
have been very secure, as not only the royal 
Piast palace and the residence of the minister, but 
° several houses of inferior personages seem to 
have been fortified, although situated within the immense works 
by which the city was surrounded. 310. 
Chokyrodhwoj was succeeded by Nilambor, the third and last 
prince of the family. His dominions are said to have extended 
Nilambor over the greater part of Kamrup, and included 
, part of Motsyo, for the fort at Ghoraghat is 
said to have heen one of his erecting. Numerous public works, 
especially magnificent roads, are attributed to this prince, who 
from these, seems to have governed his country with attention ; 
but the circumstances related concerning his overthrow, are 
accompanied with traits of the most savage barbarity. 3rr.° 
Whether from a natural suspiciousness of temper, or from an 
uncommon accuracy of observing such circumstances, the Raja on 
Btaiac end sacs entering his women’s apartments one day, 
of Eamutaper observed traces which convinced him that a 
"man had been there. He was immediately 
inflamed with jealousy, and having sent people to watch, a young 
Brahman, son of Sochi Patro, the prime minister, was soon caught 
attempting to enter the royal apartments, and to dishonour his 
master. He was taken before the King, put privately to death, 
aud part of his body was prepared for food. His father having 
been invited to a grand entertainment given by the king, ate 
of his son’s body, for in Kamrup the Brahmans are allowed great 
liberties in their diet. After he had satiated himself with this 
monstrous food, the king showed him his son’s head and informed 
him of the crime and 6f what he had been eating. The minister 
is said to have acted with a presence of mind well suited for such 
an occasion. He said that his son had no doubt deserved any 
punishment, but as the king had made him eat such a horrid 
repast that he could no longer continue in his service, but would 
retire from the world and dedicate himself to the duties of a 
religious mendicant. By this stratagem he was allowed to retire, 
and having assumed the habit of sonnyasht, immediately left 
Kamrup. His first object uow was to procure revenge, and he 
ptoceeded without delay to Gaur, where he laid before the Moslem 
king information, that was followed by an attack on Nilambor. 
For some time however the invasion did not seem likely to 
terminate in success, for after a siege of twelve years, the Moslem 
had made no impression upon the works of Komotapur. Although 
the length of the siege is probably exceedingly exaggerated by 
tradition, its issue probably continued long doubtful, for the 
invading army has evidently fortified its camp with much care. 
The place is said to have been taken at length by stratagem, or 
rather, by the most abominable treachery. The Muhammedan 
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commander informed the king by message, that having lost all 
hopes of taking the place, he was desirous of making peace, and 
of leaving the country on the most Triendly terms. This having 
been accepted, it was proposed, that the ladies of the Moslem 
chiefs should pay their respect to the queen, This also was 
received, as a mark of polite attention, and a number of covered 
litters were admitted into the women’s apartinents within the 
citadel. In place of Moslem ladies, these litters contained aruis, 
and the bearers were soldiers, who immediately on gaining 
admission seized their weapons and secured the person of the 
Raja, who was put into an iron cage in order to afford amusement 
for the Sultan and populace of Gaur. On the way he contrived to 
escape, and has ever since remained concealed. 312. 
The Muhammedans of Ghoraghat attribute the destruction of 
Nilambor to their favorite saint Ishmael Gaji of whom I have 
P ‘ given an account in the report concerning 
Tshmail Gazi, Dinajpur. By the Moslems of this district he is 
considered as the chief of saints, and several places of worship 
are erected to his memory, or over precious relics that be- 
longed to his person. But this reverence has probably induced 
them to magnify the conquests of Ismael, wlio governed Ghora- 
ghat in the reign of Nusrut Shah, a prince whose reign com- 
menced about the year of our era 1523, which seems to be 
somewhat foo late for the destruction of Komotapur. 313, 
In the manuscript account of Bengal which I procured at 
Maldeh, it is said that the sultan Hoseyn immediate predecessor 
of Nasrut, conquered Katmrup, and killed its 
Hussain Shah’s = king Harup Narayon, son of Malkongyar, 
Ravaripa, son of Sada Lukhymon, and I have no doubt 
that these are the same persons with the 
three princes of Komotapur, for the Hindu tajas have so many 
titles that one person may choose to call then by a name totally 
different from that which another may employ; and the time 
of the events will uot admit of our supposing that a dynasty 
intervened between that destroyed by Hoseyn, and the one which 
how governs the small portion of Kamrup, that retains some 
degree of independence. In the short account of Assam pub- 
lished in Vol. 2 of the Asiatic Researches, which seems to me 
more accurate than the commentator is willing to adimit, it i5 
stated that “ Hoseyn Shah, a king of Bengal, undertook an ex- 
pedition against Assam in which he had at first considerable 
success. The vaja retired to the mountains, and the son of the 
king was left with a large army to keep possession of the country. 
In the rainy season the raja descended into the plains and 
destroyed the whole invading army, who were all either killed 
or made prisoners.” (4. R. II. 180.) It was probably this 
rash expedition, which frustrated the conquest of Komotapur, 
and rendered it necessary for the’ Moslems to retire alter a pos- 
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session of one or two yeais. Indeed the tradition of the Hindu: 
states that they made no stay at Komotapur, but retreatec 
immediately with what booty they could procure. This howeve: 
seems improbable, and I shall have occasion to show, that withir 
the walls of Komotapur thee are probable traces of the Mos: 
lems having begun very considerable works, which have been 
bioken off unfinished. It is therefore probable that Nilambo1 
was destroyed by Hoseyn Shah in person, and he began tc 
reign about foity years before the usurpation of Shere Shah, 
or about the year 1496 of our era. The conquests therefore 
of Ishmael Gaji must be confined to the vicinity of Ghoraghat, 
and perhaps, he did no more than retain these small portions 
of the conquests made by the sultan Hoseyn, where he founded 
the city named after Nusrut, the successor of that prince. 314. 

The overthrow of Nilambor is looked upon by the natives 

as a most unfortunate event. In the Yogini-Tuniva it is told 
a ait that in the time of Norok, a most holy person 
sapiens Vosishthh Muni went to the temple of 
Kamakhya and was refused admittance by the infidel guardian. 
As such persons, conscious of their worth, are sometimes apt 
to be a great deal too irrascible, Vosishtho prayed that the temple 
might be deprived of all dignity, which accordingly would have 
immediately happened had not the goddess of love (Kamakhya) 
made a complaint to S1b, who although he could aot entirely 
prevent the effects of the holy man’s imprecation (sangpon ), 
yet postponed the completion until the destruction of Komotaputr; 
and he ordered, that this degradation should continue only 
until the restoration of the Komoteswor, who, as I have said, 
is supposed to be still alive, and his return is anxiously and 
eagerly expected by the people of Kamrup. as some of the events 
which are prophesied to precede the restoration, have already 
come to pass. On that happy occasion, the goddess of delight 
will be restored to full glory, and the four nations of usurpers 
who now share Kamrup, will be extirpated by mutual slaughter. 
These nations are the Plow or Bhoteas; the Saumar or As- 
samese ; the Kuvach or Koch, who govern Vihar ; and the Youvon 
or barbarians of the west, who according to the authority of 
the Yogini-Tantva, ate descendants of Hathoyo and Talojongeho, 
wo Khyotriyos who on account of cowardice were degraded, 
and prohibited from eating pure food, and from following the 
doctrine of the vedas. 315. 

Two brothers named Chondon and Modon, after the overthrow 
of Nilambor, established a short government of eight yeais at 
a place called Morolavas, which is now under 
the goverument of the Deo Raja, and is about 
thirty miles north from Komotaput. Their 
power was not only transient, but seems to have extended 
to no-great distance, and the parts of Kamrup that were not 
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retained by the Moslems seem to have fallen again into anarchy 
under the chiefs of the rude tribes which I formerly mentioned, 
Among these, by far the most powerlul were the Koch, who 
had a number of chiefs, at first independent, but who gia- 
dually united under the authority of one of themselves named 
Hajo. He seems to have heen a person of great vigour, aud 
reduced under his government the whole of this district except 
Ghoraghat, together with most of that portion or Assam, which 
js included in the government of Gohati or Kamrup. He had 
no children, except two daughters, Hava and Jira. 3r6. 
Hiva, befor the rise of her family had been arried to a cer 
tain Herya, who is said to have been ol the impure tribe 
called Mech. Whether Jiva was martied or not 
Hira and Jira; ig not known, but she had a son named Sisz, 
their sons while her sister bore a son nained Vésw, ‘Ihe 
cat acai former is said to be ancestor of several branches 
of the family that are now subject to the Company, but 
Visu succeeded to the whole power of his grandlather. As he 
was not contented with the instruction of the Kolitas, who 
seem to have been the original priesthood of his tribe, nor with 
the learning of the Brahmans of Maithilo who had been formerly 
introduced, be procured some men of piety (Batdiks) from 
Srihotto, and gave them the title of Kamarupi Brahmans, aud 
these form’ the secondécolony of the sacred order that has sct- 
tled in this countryy/317. bd 
To this era may probably be referred the composition, or 
as the Hindus wotld say, the publication of many or most of 
a the books called Tantras, which are supposed 
eae Tee - the to have been communicated by the god Sid 
aie to his wile Parbotd about 5,000 yeas ago. 
One of the most celebrated of these compositions, the Yogini- 
Tantra, I am indeed informed, mentions the amours of Hira 
and the government of her son; uor is there auy doubt that 
Kamrup is usually considered as the grand source of this 
system of magic, and the period between the time of. Visa and 
of his great grandson Povikhyit seems to have been the only 
period when the learning of the Brahmans flourished in that 
country. The doctrines contained in these works, admits of 
many indulgences necessary for new converts, and to enable 
the Brahmans to share in the pleasures of a most sensual 
people; and they inculcate chiefly the worship of the female 
spirits that are appeased with blood, which was the original 
worship of the country, and which has now become very 
generally diffused among the Brahmans of Bengal, with whom 
these Tantras are in the highest request, 328, 
. It was now discovered, that the Raja was not a son of the 
poor barbarian Herya, but that his mother, although a Koch, 
was not only of a celestial origin, but had been the peculiar 
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favourite of the god Sib, who had passed much of his time 

; : in amorous dalliance with the damsel, and was. 

ae pean ay the actual father of the prince, who took the 

ane name of Viswo Singho, and bestowed on the 
son of his aunt Jira, that of Sib Singho, and this prince also 
claimed for his mother the honour of the most intimate favour of 
the god whose name he bore. 310. 

Although the Yogini-Tantra calls the father of Hira a bar- 

barian (Melechchho ), yet it has been discovered that the Koch 
_ were not in fact an impure tribe, as had 
ane pen ofthe been in general supposed, but were descended 
: from some Khyotriyos, who had fled into 
Kamrup and the adjacent country of Chin, in order to escape 
from the violence of Porosuram, when that deity pursued 
the kings of the earth, and gave their territories to the Brah- 
mans. In this exile the descendants of the Khyotriyos had 
departed from many parts of the Hindu law and on this account 
were consideted impure. This seems to be exactly the same 
story, which Sir W. Jones quotes (As. Res. II. p. 368) from 
the institutes of Menu, and on the authority of which he 
deduces the origin of the Chinese from the Hindus. The 
features both of Chinese and Koch seem to me insuperable objec- 
tions against that theory, and I have no doubt that both the 
passage of Menu and the fable of the Koch are equally founded 
on national vanity, which however unbecoming in a lawyer 
or philosopher like Menu, is excusable enough in the Koch, 
who among the people with whom it is their fortune to live, 
are naturally desirous of procuring some means of being raised 
from the dregs of impurity. On this pretended descent the 
Koch, or at least all of them that have adopted the Hindu 
religion, and have relinquished their impure practices, assume 
the title of Rajbongsis, or descendants of princes; and the other 
rude tribes of Kamrup and Chin, such as Mech and Hajong, 
who have followed their example in religion, have assumed 
the same title. All the descendants of Hira, still farther related 
by their supposed divine otigin, assume the title of Dev or 
Lord, and all the reigning princes of the family claim the 
title of Narayon, which among the Hindus is one of the names 
of the supreme deity. 320. 

Viswo Singho was so weak as to divide his dominions bet- 
ween two sons, Noro Narayon and Sukladhwoj. The former 
Naniiaiaven aud obtained the country west from the Chhouno- 

Sukladhwaj. kosh, the latter obtained the country east 

from that river, together with both sides of 

the Brahmaputra. I shall now proceed to give an account of 

this branch of the family, which was the most considerable. 
321. 

Sukladhwoj seems to have governed without any remarkable 
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is dominions to his son Roghw Deo Navayon 

he re ae had two sons, Porikiyit Narayou anc 
Raghudeo and = nother, who as an appanage obtained Doroug, 
Faner which his descendants still retain under the 
Kings of Assam. Porikhyit, however, prudently retained the 
sovereignty of the whole, and lived at Gilajghar, on the west 
side of the Godadbor, where the only remains to be seen 
although the place is also called Atharo Kotha, or eighteen 
castles, clearly evince the small improvement which his people 
had made in the arts; but his court seems to have flourishect 
in learning, and seven ee Brahmans ate said to have 


sided at his capital. 322, aah 
7 When Abul Patil comptsed the Ayeen Akbery, the subdivision 


of the kingdom of Viswo Singho was not known at Delhi, although 
in all probability it had recently taken place. 

Abul Fazl’s From prudential motives it had perhaps been 
Beeouae the carefully concealed, and the two branches of the 
aes family lived in an amity that was absolutely 
necessary for their own safety. Abul Fast says that ‘north 
from Bengal is the province of Coach (Koch), the chief of which 
commands 1,000 horse and 100,000 foot (the usual oriental 
exaggeration). Kamrup, which is also called Kamiah (Komota, 
the old capital) makes a part of his dominion.” Soon alter this, 
however, it is said, that the Muhamimedan governor of. Dhaka 
discovered the real state of affairs, and became very urgent with 
Parikhyit for tribute. The Raja being afraid did not absolutely 
refuse to comply, but in order to procure lavorable terms was 
advised to undertake a journey to Agra, where he was kindly 
received, and procured an order from the king, directing the 
governor to take whatever tribute the Raja chose to offer, On 
returning to Dhaka, the Raja, who was totally ignorant of human 
affairs, and of the immensity of the sum, offered 20,000,000 of 
tupees, and returned to his capital highly satisfied with his 
conduct. When his minister (Patro) explained to him the nature 
of the promise which he had made, the poor Raja was thrown into 
consternation, and again set out lor Arga, taking his minister with 
him, in order to avoid such mistakes. Unfortunately he died 
by the way, and the Moslems iu the meautime took possession of 
the country, in order to recover the money that had been 
promised. The minister proceeded to court, where after some 
trouble he was appointed Kanungoe or register of the country, 
which was divided into four sirkars Uttor Kul or Dhenghiri north 
of the Brahmaputra, Dokhyinkul south of the same, Banggalbhumt 
west of the Brahmaputra, and Kamrup proper, so called as 
containing Gohati, the most ancient capital of the country. The 
brother of Porikhyit was confirmed in his government of Dorong, 
and Chondro Narayon, the son of the unfortunate Raja, received 
very large estates, which his descendants still retain as subjects. 
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These I shall afterwards have occasion to mention. Large estates 
were also given to the new Kanungoe, from whose family papers 
these accounts are taken. 323. 
The Moslem army took possession of the country about the 
year 100g of the Bengal era, that is A.D. 1603, or two years 
hatae before the death of Akber. A Mogul general 
pln (Fouzdar) resided at Ranggamati, and the coun- 
of Assam. try is said for many years to have undergone 
considerable improvements, especially under 
the Government of a certain noble Hindu, named M@anosingho. 
The usual desire of encroachment, however, induced the Moslems, 
in the reign of Awrengzebe, to invade Assam, the limits of which 
were then very narrow; but the people were fierce of their 
independence, Were invigorated by a nourishing diet and strong 
drink, and their princes still retained their energy of mind, and 
bad not sunk under the enervating and unceasing ceremonies 
of the Hindu doctrines. The Mogul army under Meer Jumla was 
completely destroyed, and they were compelled to cede to the 
Assamese the whole of Sirkar Kamrup, and a portion of Uitorkul 
and Dokhyinkul, which have ever since been placed under the 
management of a great Assamese officer, and form the government 
of Kamrup, which is about a third part of the whole kingdom. 
After a residence of seventy-three years, the Muhammedans 
withdrew the (Fouzdari) government of Ranggamati, and placed 
the station of the governor of the frontier at Ghoraghat as I have 
mentioned in my account of Dinajpur. Still however, an officer 
dignified with the title of Nawab, resided at Ranggamati, with some 
troops, but it seemed to have been the wish of the Mogul govern- 
ment to encourage the growth of forests and reeds, which might 
serve as a check to the incursions of the Assamese, and nothing 
was required to the chiefs descended from Porikhyit nor from the 
zemindars of the hilly countries, but a tribute in a great measure 
nominal. 324. 
The conversion of the kings of Assam to the doctrines of 
the Brahmans of Bengal, which happened soon after the overthrow 
of Meer Jumla, seems to have put a total sto 
ue Bhutetor to their oe and the petty chiefs whe 
remained nominally under the authority of the Nawab of 
Ranggamati, would have been entirely uninterrupted in cutting 
each other’s throats and in reducing the country to a desert, had 
not they been assisted by the Bhoteas, who brought several of 
them under their authority, and continued advancing, when the 
Company’s gigantic power put a stop to all petty attacks of that 
nature. A tolerably settled frontier has been obtained, there are 
some appearances of a regular government and cultivation is again 
beginning to revive, although it is still much retarded by the 
constant squabbles of the chiefs, and the liberty which they take 
of dictating to all who reside on their property. 325. 
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I shall now finish this historical view with an account of the 
western division of Viswo Singho'’s dominions, which fell to the 
share of his son Novo Narayon. ‘This division 
Cooch Behar. = comprehended the whole northern parts from 
the Chhounokosh to the Mohanonda and from Sirkar Ghoraghat to 
the mountains of Bhotan, being a very fertile tract of country 
about ninety miles from N.W. to S.E,, and sixty miles from N.E, 
to S.W. The N.W. extremity of this territory, was settled on the 
“descendants of Sib Singho, the son of Jiva, the grand-aunt of Noro 
N. from among whom the Raja was ever bound to choose their 
chief ministers (Raykot). This portion, as producing an income 
of Rs. 32,000 a year, was called Bottrishazari (Bootis Hazary R), 
but the general name given to the principality was Vihar, as hav- 
ing been the scene of the voluptuous intercoutse between Sib and 
the daughters of Hajo. In order to distinguish this Vihar from 
the large territory of the same name near Patna, it has been usual 
to call it Koch Vihar, (Coos Beyhar R), but all remembrance of 
the Koch is disagreeable to its princes, and at their capital all 
additional appellations given to Vihar are considered as exceed- 
ingly uncourtly. 326. 
The following is the succession of these princes; but among 
these after the fifth generation are some sons by adoption, and 
some collateral, and, it is alleged, illegitimate 
Heige pf Goonh successions of which I have been able to pro- 
3 cure no satisfactory account.— 


xr. Noro N. g. RupaN. 

2. Lokhymi N. ro. Upendro N, 

3. Vir N. tI. Devendro N. 

4. PranN. rz. Dhairjyendro N. 
5. Mod N.% 13. Rajendro N. 

6. Vosudeo N. 4, Dhorendro N. 

4. Mohindro N. 15. Vijendro N. 

8, Dino N. 16. Khogendro N. 


1. Horendro N., the reigning prince. 327. 


By the natives he is considered as a very pious person, for he 
pays no attention to business, but passes the whole of his time in 
retirement, and as is supposed, much of it in 
prayer, and as he lays out much money in sup- 
porting men dedicated to a religious life. Of course his temporal 
affairs are not flourishing; and his people would probably suffer 
less, were he more attentive to their government for he is said to 
be desirous of rendering justice. At present, the whole manage- 
ment of the country is left to strangers who are alleged to be mere 
sharks; but all the chiefs of the Rajbonggsis are like their prince, 
and no one is said to be either able or willing to attend to busi- 
ness. It is supposed by the natives that the gods havg bestowed 
an extraordinary reward on the virtue of the Raja, fle has fifty 
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wives, and it is commonly reported, and gravely asserted to be 
believed that all these ladies have often, in the course of one day, 
received the most intimate proof of the Raja’s affection and extra- 
ordinary vigour. The accounts which I have heard of this chief 
from Europeans who were well acquainted with him differ a gnod 
deal from the above, and represent him as a poor creature ex: 
_ hausted by drunkenness and debauchery. 328. 
The Vihar Rajas reckon by the era of their ancestor Viswo and 
suppose, that he began to govern in the Bengal year 916 or A.D. 
Viswa Singha's 2309 This is scarcely reconcilable with the 
fee supposition that Hoseyn Shah destroyed Komo- 
tapur, after a long siege, as he began to govern 
about 1496; especially if we suppose that a long anarchy took 
place between the governments of Nilambor and Viswo I can only 
suppose that Hajo immediately after the retreat of the Moslems 
began to acquire great power, and that the era begins with the 
independence of the country, in place of being reckoned from the 
reign of Viswo, the impure Hajo being considered by the descend- 
ants of the gods, as an unworthy connection. It must further 
be observed, that from an inscription on a temple erected by Pran 
Narayon, the great great-grandson of Viswo, that prince was alive 
in the year of Sakadityo 1587 or A.D. 1665, so that five 1eigns ac- 
cording to the era of Viswo occupied 156 years, while the thirteen 
following reigns have only occupied 144 years. It must also be 
observed that the era of Viswo does not appear to have been in 
use in the year 1665, and is a recent invention which can have no 
great authority; yet I do not think it much antedated, as the 
government of Porikhyit, a great grandson of Viswo, was de- 
Stroyed in the year 1603. 3209. 
After the division of their territory into two principalities the 
Koch sensible of their weakness are said to have erected a aa 
; of fortifications along their southern a 
Bocie For eientious: This still remains, and is attributed to Mods 
fifth prince of Vthar, but it proved an effectual protection to his 
part of the country for only a very short period. 330. 
About the beginning of the 18th century the Muhammedans, 
tinder the command of a certain Ebadut Khan, were able to wrest 
Béddan aud from his descendants the districts which in the 
Rungpoor. Bengal Atias are called Boodah and Rungpour, 
and as if they had conquered the whole, erected 
them into a new Sirkar, called Koch Vihar, or Kochar. Indeed, it, 
comprehends at least a third of the whole principality, and that by 
far the most improved, although this is probably owing, in a great 
measure to its change of masters. 33I. 

The confusion that ensued in the Mogul government, secured 
the Vihar family from further encroachments on that side; but 
their reduced state now exposed them to the depredations of the 
Dev Raja, who deprived them of one half of their remaining terri- 
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tories. Jfhe attack indeed was on the point of proving entirely 
ruinous when Dorfo Deo, the Raykot or here- 
E.I.Company’s ditary minister, having laid aside all iegard 
Pig Was a to his duty, rebelled against his sovereign 
‘and kinsman. He entered into an alliance 
with the Deo Raja, and ceded to him a considerable portion of the 
Bottrishhazari, on condition of being supported in overthrowing 
the Raja, to whose titles, there were, in fact, some objections. 
Having procured troops from Bhotan, he invaded Vihar. The 
Raja in despair applied for assistance to the Company, and to 
secure protection engaged to pay one-half of his revenue. Accord- 
ingly in 1772, Capt. Jones with a battalion of sepoys routed 
Dorpo Deo, who took refuge in Bhotan. Capt. Jones followed, 
and in 1773 took the fortress of Dalim Koth, on which the Deo 
Raja and Dorpo sued fo1 peace This was granted, and the parts 
of Bottrishhazari that had not been ceded to Bhotan were restored 
to Dorpo but he was placed on exactly the same footing as an 
ordinary zemindar, and a revenue was fixed on his lands; while 
he lost all authority in the remnant of Vthar, which does not now 
exceed one third of its original dimensions and pays, as a tribute 
what is supposed to be one half of its net ievenue. In settling 
the frontier, great favour and lenity seems to have been shown 
to the Bhoteas, probably with a view of gaining their friendship 
in an expettation of commercial advantages that would appear to 
be chimerical. Some favour however, has also been shown to 
the Raja. When the Moslems settled their new conquest of 
Sirkar Koch Vihar, they gave the zemindaries or management of 
the soil to various officers and servants of the Raja, by whose 
treachery they had probably been assisted. Among these, three 
considerable estates were in the possession of a branch of the family, 
from among the members of which the Naztvdeo or commander 
of the troops, was always appointed ; and these estates had been 
granted as a part of the means by which the expense of the army 
was to be defrayed. The descendants of the Nazirdeo, had enjoyed 
these estates from time of the Moslem conquest; but on the British 
army being bound by treaty to defend the country, the Raja 
represented that he had no occasion to support a military establish- 
ment, and that therefore the general had no pretence for keeping 
lands to enable him to maintain soldiers. It has been thought 
just to allow the Raja to enjoy these estates as a zemindar, and to 
receive whatever profits may be derived from their management. 
The possession which Nazirdeo had obtained from the Moslems, 
seems to render the case doubtful, but the claim of the Raja is 
certainly possessed of great weight. 332. 
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The Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies was 
established by the Government of Assam in June 1928 with the 
object of promoting investigations into the history and antiquities 
of the Province. The Department has at present undertaken 
the publication of several source-hooks of the history of Assam 
and the compilation of a bibliography of Assam history. 


The following books have been published by the Department :— 

rt. Assam BuRANJI, OR A History of Assam, from the com- 
mencement of the Ahom rule to the British occupation of Assam 
in 1826, being an enlarged version of the chronicle of Kasinath 
Tamuli-Phukan, by the late Harakanta Sarma-Barua Chaudhuri 
Sadar-amin. 

Price, Library Edition, Cloth Bound, with Gilt Letters on the 
front and back, Rs. 2. as. 8 per copy; Popular Edition, with stiff 
paper cover, Re. I. 

2. KAMRUPAR BURANTI, OR THE History oF KAmarura, 
from the earliest times to the cessation of hostilities with the 
Moguls in 1682 A.D. ‘The book contain§ a detailed contemporary 
account of the conflicts with the Moguls and of the early relations 
of the Moguls with Cooch Behar and Assam. The appendices to 
the book contain valuable accounts of Kamarupa compiled from 
the manuscript records of Buchanan Hamilton and Sarunath 
Barua. With a frontispiece picture of Nawab Mir Juinla. 

Price, Library Edition, Cloth Bound, with Gilt Letters on the 
front and back, Rs. 2. as. 8 per copy; Popular Edition, with stiff 
paper cover, Re. I. 

Two more chronicles will be published shortly: (1) Assam 
BurayJI, rp to the reign of Swargadeo Pratap Singha written in 
Assamese in the Deodhai style; and (2) PapyA BuranJI, or a 
metrical chronicle of Assam from Gadadhar Singha to the transfer 
of the Company’s territories to the Crown in 1858, by the late 
Dutitam Hazarika, from a manuscript in possession of the Assam 
Sahitya Sabha, 

Tae ENp. 


Published by S. K. Bhuyan for the Department of Historical and Anti- 
quarian Studies, Assam, and printed by P. Knight, at the 
Baptist Mission Press, Calcutta. 


